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art, and because his deafness drove him
more and more to seek refuge in
communion with Nature.

The last twelve years of his life were
lonely and unhappy ones. In 1815
his brother died and left him joint
guardian with the boy's mother of his
nephew Carl. Although Beethoven was
passionately fond of his nephew, they
did not get on at all well together, and

THE  COMPOSER AMONG HIS FRIENDS

fr-om wWch this illustration was taken was painted

**    *S" US a glimpse of *** ""Vow. Schubert, among
ends.   How wonderful it must have been to hear some of
these old-time masters playing their own works 1 Schubert's We
a short one, spent wholly in the shadow of hard times.

to make tilings worse, Beethoven be-
came involved in a series of law-suits
with  his sister-in-law.    On December
2nd,   1827,  he  caught  a  chill  which
developed   into  inflammation   of   the
lungs.   After some four months of in-
tense suffering, Beethoven died, appro-
priately enough,  in   the  midst   of  a
violent thunderstorm.
Beethoven showed in many of his
works  such as
the   overtures
"  Coriolanus "
and "Kgmont,"
and the " Pas-
toral '* Sym-
phony, that he
was   a  roman-
ticist as well as
a classicist, and "
that he was
striving lo ex-
press  profound
thoughts   and
deep   emotions
in his music.

This can also
be said of his
contemporary
Franz Schubert
(1797-1828),
who was a class-
icist in his in-
strumental
works but a
romanticist in
his songs. He
was the founder
of what is
known as the
German Lieder,
a style of song-
writing in which
the music is in-
tended to be a
direct interpre-
tation of the
words rather
than merely a
means of show-
ing off the
singer's voice.

but